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ByCaleb Burnett
Keali’i Co-editor
Amongst all the bustling and 
business as Christmas draws 
near, life grows more cha-

otic. As people tend to put up 
lights of green and red, colors 
of purple and pink 
often never come 
to mind. The real 
meaning of this 
season tends to be 
forgotten. This pe-
riod before Christ-
mas is not really 

Christmas, yet, 
but  Advent. 
The word Ad-
vent comes from 
the Latin word, 
“Adventus,” or 

coming. During 
this season, we 
are called by God 
to help prepare 
for the birth of his 
Son, Jesus. We are 
called by remem-
bering the past, as 
well as preparing 
a way for His fu-
ture coming. 
At Damien, stu-
dents, teachers, and faculty all 
have their own way of prepar-
ing.  
“Aside from going to the beach 
all December, I also spend 

much of my time in Church re-
flecting on what kind of person 
I was this past year, and how I 
can improve., said senior, Marc- 
Anthony Gamboa. “Advent is 
another chance for us to take a 
look at our lives and see what 

kind of a people we are.” 
Along with growing closer to  
God, Advent allows us to create 
stronger relationships with our 
families. 

“As Advent prepares us for Je-
sus’s return, we must prepare 
by getting closer to God, and 
spending time with family,” said 
junior, Nadine Malazarte. 
Jesus once said to love others as 
we love ourselves. The Advent 

gives us another opportunity to 
reach out to others, especially 
the poor, needy, and the op-
pressed. 
   

 
“Advent is another chance for us to take a look at our lives and see what kind of person we are.“ - Marc- Anthony Gamboa 

“At Advent, I take time for my-
self to remember how fortunate 
I am,” said Freshman religion 
teacher, Gaston Gosselin. “I try 
to bring joy to those who may 
not be having a good Christmas. 
Bringing joy and love to others 
makes an impact on me.” 
Although the lights, presents, 
and food may be distracting, 
we all must remember the true 
meaning of this time of year.  
Gamboa agrees.
“Advent is a pivotal time of year 
to really make a change in our 
lives and to grow closer in our 
faith.”  

“I try to bring joy to those who may not be having a good Christmas.” -- Gaston Gosselin 

Photo Credit: Saint Mary’s West 
Chillington 
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A Day in the Life of Brother Casey
By: Falynn Brickler
Ke Ali’i Co-Editor-in-Chief

All students wonder what 
teachers do outside of school, 
but what do principals do? 
Many students might suspect 
that teachers never leave 
campus. In Brother Daniel 
Casey’s case, he never does.

As a Christian Broth-
er at Damien Memorial 
School, Casey lives on cam-
pus along with two oth-
ers. And as such, not only 
does Casey influence spiri-
tual life at Damien, he leads 
the school as its principal.

So what does a Brother who 
lives on campus, and also 
leads the school, do every day?

Well, first, as the princi-
pal, it is Casey’s duty to ad-
dress all issues at the school.

“I see a wide variety of is-
sues every day,” said Casey. 
“Some issues that come 
across my desk have to do 

with academic, disciplin-
ary and personal aspects.” 

As a leader, Casey re-
sponds to things that need 
his immediate attention, 
including the good things.

Although Br. Casey seem-
ingly has a set routine, his day 
includes a good amount of 
uncertainty. He never knows 
which issues he will have to 
deal with each day, but he at-
tempts to maintain as much 
organization as possible.

“I don’t have much of a 
routine because every day is 
different,” said Casey. “But I 
usually enter the office any-
where from 6:30 to 7:00 a.m.”

There, Casey normal-
ly checks emails or does 
some writing. But his day 
could include anything 
from meetings, classes to 
observe, and any other is-
sues brought before him.

Since his arrival at Damien, 

Brother Casey has seen many 
changes around him. His lead-
ership and bright ideas ulti-
mately led Damien to flour-
ish. All the changes certainly 
reflect well on Brother Casey.

“The different people that 
pass through give Damien 
new life each year,” says 
Casey. “The environment has 
increased in vivacity as the 
one class of all-boys left, and 
it is now all co-educational.”

Not only has the popula-
tion of Damien changed 
drastically, the physical envi-
ronment has also changed. 
Under Casey’s leadership, 
many aspects of the school 
have been modernized.

Similar to other private 
schools, Casey saw the im-
portance of transitioning 
to one-to-one technology.

“The contemporary 
technology which stu-
dents possess now helps 

them to complete home-
work, and increases class 
participation,” said Casey.

Another change seen 
at Damien was the new 
Clarence T.C. Ching Ath-
letic Building which was 
completed in Spring 2016. 

Students, like senior Kody 
Cosco, always see Casey 
walking around the school 
and smiling at students.

“Brother Casey is the 
guy that tells me to put 
my ID on,” said Cosco. “He’s 
always looking serious.”

Casey exhibits himself in a 
very courteous manner when 
addressing not only faculty, 
but students too. He is con-
stantly seen smiling and 
saying good morning as he 
circles around the school, at-
tempting to spread positivity.

When asked if Cosco 
has any notable thoughts 
about Brother Casey, he 

remarked, “Excuse me!” 
to emulate the manner in 
which Casey is always re-
spectful and well mannered.

Casey has brought many 
great changes to Damien 
as part of his day to day life. 
Every day, he strives to im-
prove the school he works 
at. Many students see him as 
a strict figure, but he strives 
towards the betterment of 
Damien Memorial School.

“Although Damien became 
a lot stricter,” said Cosco, 
“without Brother Casey, the 
student body would be un-
tucked and unidentified.”

“Brother Casey is the 
guy that tells me to put 

my ID on.” -- Kody 
Cosco. 
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By: Caleb Burnett
Ke Ali’i Co-Editor-in-Chief

“December 7, 
1941, a date which 
will live in infamy.” 

‘Til this day, those 
words still serve as 
a reminder of one 
of the darkest times 
in American history. 
Even though the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor 
took place 75 years 
ago this month, its ef-
fects still leave a last-
ing impact on our 
country, especially on 
those who lost family 
members on that day. 

“On that day, thou-
sands of soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and 
marines made the 
ultimate sacrifice 
for our freedom,” 
said senior Jona-
than Jaictin. “Their 
lives must never 
be forgotten. “ 

To remember the 
anniversary of the 
attack, the entire 
Damien student 
body, faculty, and 
staff took part in a 
ceremony honoring 
those whose lives 
were taken on that 

f a t e f u l 

morning. As the school 
stood silent for a few 
moments, at exactly 
7:55am, the approxi-
mate time of the first 
attack, Damien’s JROTC 
members served as 
the color guard and 
8th grader, Quinn Fu-
kawa, played taps. 

“The ceremony 
served as a reminder 
that our freedom 
isn’t free,” said senior 
Cori-Ann Morioka-
Kam.  “Many sacri-
fices were made for 
the privileges and 
rights we enjoy today.” 

The ceremony con-
cluded with a prayer 

and the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Many students 
who took part in this 
event can say it was a 
humbling experience.  
Along with remember-
ing the past, the 
ceremony focused 
on the future of 
our nation and 
world through 
peace. Amid all 
the destruction 
and conflicts go-
ing on in our world 
today, peace is 
deeply needed. 

“ Theceremony 
dedicated prayers 
for peace,” said 
M o r i o k a - K a m . 

“Remembering Na-
tional Pearl Harbor 
Day reminds us to 
strive for peace to-
day, and for the gen-
erations to come.” 

Photos Courtesy 
of Monarch Media 

Damien Remembers Pearl Harbor 

“THE     
CEREMONY 

SERVED AS A 
REMINDER 
THAT OUR 

FREEDOM IS 
NOT FREE,” -- CORI-ANN MORIOKA- KAM. 

ABOVE: QUINN 
FUKAWA ‘21 
PLAYS TAPS. 
BELOW: DAMIEN 
FACULTY AND 
STAFF PAY TRIBUE 
TO THOSE WHOE 
GAVE THE ULTI-
MATE SACRIFICE. 
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Damien Students Showcase Talents 
at Evening of the Arts 

By: Falynn Brickler
Ke Ali’i Co-Editor-in-Chief

Christmas carols filled the 
air as the Damien School 
bands performed for stu-
dents, faculty, and families.

At the Winter Evening of 
the Arts, Damien students 
were able to showcase their 
talents. This experience 
not only prepared them for 
the winter season, but it 
also gave the students the 
chance to expose the com-
munity to their artistic gifts.

At the Evening of the Arts, 
the students get to share 
their gifts with the Damien 
community. Through ex-
posing families and fac-
ulty to their talents, many 
feel appreciated. Students 
enrolled in the perform-
ing and fine arts courses 
had the chance to exhibit 
their works on this night.

“The event takes place 
twice a year at Damien,” said 
senior and band member, 
Wyatt Yoshika. “It showcases 
the amazing works done by 
students of the Digital Pho-
tography class, under the di-

rection of Mr. Pablo, as well as 
the works of students of the 
art classes, under Mr. Souza.”

“People can experience 
a free concert put together 
with performances from 
the students who make up 
the Beginning and Concert 
bands, under the direction 
of Mr. Sato,” added Yoshioka.

The students cherish 
the opportunity to show-
case their talents. Many 
of them put a great deal 
of time and effort into the 
preparation for this event. 

“We get the music roughly 
three to about four months 
before the concert,” said Yo-
shika. “It’s a long and tedious 

process which requires so 
much work to be done in re-
hearsals. It takes each person 
to get the job done properly, 
as well as a camaraderie to 
work together in order for the 
concert to become a success.”

The band performance of-
ficially ushers in the Christ-
mas season for the Damien 

community. The carols they 
play permeate through the 
air, creating a feeling of holi-
day cheer with every note.

“I think that our perfor-
mance sets a joyous, happy 
mood for our parents and 
faculty of Damien,” said Yo-
shika. “Just picture it like if 
you were to be serenaded 
by a choir outside your 
house before Christmas. Af-
ter the choir sings to you, 
you feel happy and cheer-
ful. It’s the same thing as 
hearing the band at concert.”

While the band filled the 
gym with holiday cheer, 
photos and paintings by 
Damien art students lined 
the wall. The evening was 
a great way to showcase 
the talents of Damien’s 
student body in many dif-
ferent aspects. Shane Hen-
dricks, a senior whose art 
was on display, agrees.

“Overall, the night remind-
ed the Damien community 
of the vast amounts of cre-
ativity within our students.”. 

By: Jeremiah Carter

Recently on my iTunes playl-
ist, I’ve been listening more 
to the infamous band, The 
Beatles. One song in particu-
lar playing more often on 
the radio this time of year is 
actually by a single Beatle, 
the late John Lennon, called 
Happy Xmas. You may recall 
the opening lyrics…”And so 
this is Christmas. And what 
have you done? Another 
year over. A new one just be-
gun.” As much as this song 
has become a “Christmas-y” 
tune over the years, I believe 
this song also calls to mind 
the significance of another 
season, Advent. As we’ve 
probably heard before, Ad-
vent comes from the Latin 
“ad-venire,” or “to come to.” It 
is an opportunity to prepare 
for not only the coming of 
Jesus’ birth (Christmas), but 
also prepare for Jesus’s sec-
ond coming at the end of 
all time. If you think about 
it, anytime a guest is about 

to come to our house we 
tend to prepare for their 
visit, such as tidying up a bit 
or perhaps straight into “oh-
my-goodness-super-clean-
up mode.” So we pick up our 
dirty clothes in the bath-
room, wash the dishes laying 
around, sweep the floor, take 
out the thrash, and so on. 
Why? Because we want our 
guest to feel welcomed, have 
a place to stay, enjoy their 
visit and not trip over a pile 
of dirty underwear. We also 
want to enjoy their visit as 
well knowing we prepared as 
best as we could for them. In 
this time of Advent we have 
the opportunity ready our-
selves internally, to get rid of 
any rubbish in our lives, and 
prepare for a true welcoming 
of the Savior’s arrival. 

So how do we actually 
prepare? One practical way 
is to practice the “R’s” of Ad-
vent: Repent, Reconcile, & 
Reform. The Gospel reading 
from the second Sunday of 

Advent about John the Bap-
tist gives us a starting point 
as he cries out, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand!” It has been said that 
“I am sorry” are three of the 
most difficult words to say. 
Yet when we can admit our 
past wrongdoings and be 
sorry for them, in that mo-
ment we start to become 
free of a past that can hold 
us back and therefore we 
can start to move forward. 
This leads into the second 
“R” of Advent: Reconcile. Ad-
vent is a wonderful time to 
mend broken relationships 
either with others, with God, 
or even ourselves. Perhaps 
there is a certain someone 
we’ve offend at school, our 
siblings, or even our par-
ents? Reconcile with them 
and mend those relation-
ships. If it has been awhile, 
try going to the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation - Confes-
sion. No one really wants to 
be at odds with themselves 
during this time of year ei-

ther, so be good to yourself, 
try reconciliation, and just let 
things go. It is such a cleans-
ing experience to get things 
off your chest and the ben-
efits are worth the effort! 
And lastly, for the third “R” of 
Advent: Reform. We do not 
have to wait until January 1st 
to make positive changes or 
new resolutions in our lives. 
We can start now because 
Advent is actually the start 
of a new liturgical year in the 
Church! We can reform the 
area’s in are life that needs 
to change for the good now. 
No need to wait. Now is the 
time and now is the oppor-
tunity! So yeah, John Len-
non, “Another (liturgical) year 
over. A new one just begun!”

These three R’s of Advent 
are just a few ways to make 
the most of this season. We 
are more receptive to what 
is good, true, and beautiful 
because we have prepared 
the way to welcome it. So 
in the mist of this busy time 

of buying presents, going to 
parties, decorating the tree, 
preparing our home, and so 
on, may we too prepare our-
selves. And when asked, “So 
this is Christmas, and what 
have you done?” We can 
confidently say, I have pre-
pared the way to welcome 
and rejoice in the coming of 
the King of kings, Prince of 
Peace, Savior of the world. 
And while this maybe the 
“most wonderful time of the 
year,” we also recall the many 
who may suffer or face diffi-
culties during this time. We 
pray too that peace and joy 
of Christmas may visit them 
as well. May the Lord bless 
us all and find us eagerly 
awaiting his birth once again 
in our hearts. I wish you all 
a happy Advent and a very 
blessed Merry Christmas. 

 Peace, 
Mr. Carter

Season’s Greetings from Mr. Carter
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Election Results Rock 
America

By:  Caleb Burnett
The results of the recent 2016 election 
can be described as the most shocking 
outcome in American history. The Re-
publican Party (GOP) took full control 
of the U.S. Government, after retaining 
majorities in the House of Represen-
tatives, the Senate, and then stunned 
the nation when Republican candidate, 
Donald Trump defeated Democrat Hill-
ary Clinton for the Presidency. Trump is 
the first President-elect in U.S. history 
to have never held a position in politics 
prior to the election. 
Trump, who has spent a majority of his 
life as a real-estate developer, won by a 
total of 290 electoral votes, compared 
to Clinton’s 220. Trump had major wins 
in Florida, Ohio, Texas, Wisconsin, and 
Pennsylvania to clinch the victory. For-
mer Secretary of State Clinton’s biggest 
wins came from California, Illinois, and 
New York, winning her the popular vote 
by nearly 2 million. This year’s election 

split between the popular vote and the 
Electoral College is only the fifth in his-
tory. 
The Presidential election is especially 
important to the future of the Supreme 
Court. The Supreme Court has been re-
garded as conservative for several years. 
With the recent death of Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia, Trump looks to 
appoint several more conservative jus-
tices during his term. 
Although the Presidential election took 
most of the headlines, a very crucial race 
for seats transpired in the Senate. De-
spite losing two seats, the Republicans 
were able to retain the majority of 51 
seats, compared to the Democrats’ 48. 
“Welcome to the dawn of a unified Re-
publican government,” said Speaker of 
the House, Paul Ryan. “This will be a gov-
ernment focused on turning President-
elect Trump’s victory into real progress 
for the American people.” 
With the shaky election results, thou-

sands of people have responded with 
public riots, and through social media to 
protest Trump’s presidential victory. 
“This is an embarrassing night for Amer-
ica.,” tweeted actor, Chris Evans. “We’ve 
let a hatemonger lead our great nation. 
We’ve let a bully set our course. I’m dev-
astated.” 
Trump responded to the attacks by call-
ing on the American people to support 
him throughout his upcoming term. 
“For those who have chosen not to sup-
port me in the past, I’m reaching out to 
you for your guidance and your help so 
that we can work together to unify our 
great country,” said the President-elect. 
Despite the continued protests and 
ridicule on social media, President-elect 
Trump and his Republican allies are opti-
mistic about our country’s future.  
“We’ve got to go bold, and we have to 
go big,” said Ryan. “This country is ex-
pecting no less.”

Opinion disclaimer

The views expressed here 
are not necessarily those 
held by the entire Ke Ali‘i 

staff or of Damien Memorial 
School. We accept letters 
to the editor and guest 

columns — letters should 
be no more than 200 words, 
and columns should be no 
more than 500 words. We 
reserve the right to edit 

or withhold submissions. 
Send letters or columns to 
damienkealii@gmail.com.
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Snow Day: Worries    
Cancelled

By:  Falynn Brickler
Shriners Hospital for 
Children espouses 
its motto, “Love to 
the rescue,” through 
its third annual 
“Snow Day.”
On December 2, 
children receiving 
treatment at Shri-
ners Hospital of Ho-
nolulu were greeted 
with a wintery sur-
prise. Tons of snow 
fell onto the field as 
the happy children 
patiently waited to 
bring in the holidays 
with snowball fights 
and snow angels.  As 
they frolicked in the snow, 
they were able to have fun 
and forget the hardships of their diag-
noses.  
During the snow day, many children 
and their families were able to play 
in the snow and have fun. Provided 
through donations, tons of snow was 
spread across the field. There was a 
lot of holiday joy on the faces of the 
children as the cold powder reminded 
them of the Christmas season.
At Shriners Hospital of Honolulu, many 
children receive treatment for illnesses 
pertaining to orthopedics, neuro-mus-

culoskeletal and neuro-developmen-
tal conditions. Shriners Hospital strives 
to help every patient despite the fam-
ily’s ability to pay. According to their 
official website, the Shriners’ mission 
is to, “become the best at transforming 
children’s loves, by providing excep-
tional healthcare through innovative 
research in a patient and family cen-
tered environment.”
At the hospital’s branch in Honolulu, 
this mission is carried out not only 
through the exceptional healthcare 
patients receive, but the environment 

provided. The 
Family Snow 
Day created for 
patients allows 
them to have fun 
in the family-ori-
ented environ-
ment of the hos-
pital.
The hospital 
cares for its pa-
tients in every 
way possible to 
ensure that they 
have an excel-
lent experience 
that does not 
solely pertain to 
medical aspects. 
The patients and 

their families are 
made to feel hap-

py despite the circumstances they are 
faced with. Although the illness may 
bring the family much pain, the hospi-
tal heals them through medicine and 
good spirits.
With their basis in faith, the hospital 
clearly espouses their mission to love 
everyone through the Snow Day. The 
children’s ability to have fun despite 
their circumstances displays how, 
against all odds, the Shriners’ mission 
will prevail through God’s love.

PHOYO COURTESEY OF : HAWAII ALOHA TRAVEL
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Damien’s Featured                             
Photographers

Emma McGillicuddy  ‘17
“Serenity“

Patricia Kaapana  ‘17
“One Last Look“

Milton Gainey  ‘18
“God’s Love“

Nora Fenton  ‘17
“Second Semester Seniors“

Chloe Fernandez  ‘18
“Natural Pattern“
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Monarchs Dive Into   
Pac-5 Swimming

By:  Falynn Brickler
Ke Ali’i Co-Editor-in-Chief
Damien girls are making a splash 
as they dive into a new season of 
Pac-5 swimming. Damien’s own Anna 
Harder, Abby Cardoza, and Casey 
Garcia enter the team with high hopes 
as they compete towards a successful 
season.
Senior co-captain, Anna Harder, looks 
forward to a great season compet-
ing with people from many different 
schools.
“I like Pac-5 swimming because every-
one gets to integrate with people from 
other small schools,” says Harder. “Due 

to the fact that Damien does not have 
its own team, it is great for our girls to 
have the opportunity to compete in 
the sport that they love.”
These swimmers have the ability to 
join together and build a winning 
team. The community they build be-
tween schools creates a strong team 
striving towards success.
“People from schools, such as Sa-
cred Hearts Academy, Maryknoll, St. 
Andrews Priory, and Waldorf School, 
compose the team and we all have the 
same winning mentality,” says Harder.
The girls hope that the coming season 
is victorious. With all of the talent they 

have this year, they hope to find suc-
cess in the various events.
“We have a lot of great swimmers who 
excel in many different events,” says 
Harder, “so I’m hoping to lead the team 
through a successful season.”
As the girls begin their season, they 
do not know what is in store, but their 
expectations are high.
“This season is looking great,” says 
Harder. “We are hoping to win the 
[ILH] varsity championship.” 

Monarchs of the Sea
By: Caleb Burnett
Ke Ali’i Co-Editor-in-Chief
Hut! Hou! There’s much excitement 
surrounding the Damien paddling 
team, and for good reason. This year, 
thirty-one experienced paddlers 
return to the team, including seven 
seniors. 
 “I am very excited for this season,” said 
paddling coach, Jennalynn Paragoso. 
“The potential on our team is very 
high, and I am confident we can give 
the big boys (Punahou, Kamehameha) 
a run for their money.” 
Three returners, including seniors 
Shane Hendricks and Zackery Concan-
non, and junior Nainoa Seatris, are 
fresh from paddling the Molokai Hoe 

in October, and provide their own 
experiences as leaders to the team. 
“I hope their experience from the 
Molokai Hoe can rub off on their 
teammates,” said Paragoso. “That kind 
of commitment of training over seven 
months is a great example for their 
fellow teammates to follow.” 
Along with a slew of veterans, seven 
brand new paddlers join the team of 
38. Each day the team consistently 
trains at the Sand Island boat launch 
facility in canoes, while also getting a 
fair share of cardio training on land.
The races themselves are no small feat. 
Races range from three to six miles in 
the uneasy, and sometimes unpredict-
able, conditions of the open ocean.

But as with all student athletes, aca-
demics must be the priority. 
“It takes a lot to be a paddler and 
a student,” said sophomore Chaz 
Kaimiloa. “Along with training, you 
need to take time to also balance your 
studies.” 
The team is moving forward and is 
very optimistic about the upcoming 
season. 
“I am very excited,” said Kaimiloa. “We 
have a lot of potential and a lot to look 
forward to.” 
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Finding Inspiration Through Music 
by Caleb Burnett 
Ke’Ali’i Co- Editor in Chief
In the famous words of the Eng-
lish playwright, William Shake-
speare, “Music oft hath such a 
charm to make bad good, and 
good provoke to harm.”
That was written in 1623, al-
most four hundred years ago. 
Eminem, an American rap art-
ist, also once said, “You better 
lose yourself in the music, the 
moment. You own it, you better 
never let it go.”
Similarities? Maybe. Music has 
served as a way of meditation 
for the human mind to tempo-
rarily leave the outside world. 
This concept can especially be 
relatable to athletes and their 
pre-game rituals. Whether it 
has a motivating, soothing, or 
blood-pumping effect, music s
erves a vital role for many ath-

letes. 
“I enjoy listening to rap music 
before games,” said freshman 
Kaira Wengler. 
Wengler, a multi-sport athlete 
in volleyball, basketball and 
softball, says that music does 
not only have an effect on her, 
but on her entire team, as well. 
“It always gets me pumped 
up,” said Wengler. “When I’m 
pumped up, my team gets 
pumped up.”
Senior Shania Nakamura, a 
standout basketball player for 
the Lady Monarchs, agrees. 
“It usually depends on the situ-
ation, and my mood,” said Na-
kamura. “Sometimes I listen to 
music that pumps me up. Other 
times I listen to music to be re-
laxed.” 

                                                                   Other than the adrenaline ef-
fect it may provide, music may 
also display consoling effects 
on athletes.  
Junior paddler John Nguyen, 
prefers the soothing sounds of 
classical music before races. 
“I typically listen to music that 
calms me down,” said Nguyen. 
“Chopin, Beethoven, and Bach 
are on my playlists.”  
Whether it’s Drake or Mozart, 
Katy Perry or Bob Marley, what-
ever may be on their pre-game 
playlists has a profound impact 
on each Damien athlete. 
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In the months between 
August and November, 
football captivates Damien 
and electrifies the atmo-
sphere on campus. But 
from December through 
February, a different kind 
of football, captures the 
attention of the school.

Damien soccer has made 
a resurgence, especially in 
2016.  Much excitement 
surrounds a veteran-filled 
boy’s roster, along with the 
addition of the varsity girl’s 
team.  Both teams are full 
of enthusiasm and passion 
each time they take the field.

“Right now, we are play-
ing inspired soccer,” said 
senior Brock Vierra, from the 
boys’ perspective. “Every-
day, whether at practice or 
in a game, we are working 
to emerge as a great soccer 
team, and to shock the ILH.”

The boy’s team is loaded 
with many talented players, 
with returners like senior 
Bennet Korka, and junior 
Paul Mezurashi. Under the 
guidance and leadership of 
coach Bob Dodge, the team 
is optimistic for a great year.

“This year, our team ele-
vated our standards,” said Vi-
erra. “We’ve got a plethora of 
young and talented players 
to have a breakout season.”

From the girls’ perspec-
tive, just the inaugural soccer 
squad is a breakthrough in 
itself. In its first year of exis-

tence, the Damien girl’s team 
includes 24 players, many 
of whom are playing for 
the first time. Although the 
team may not have the same 
amount of experience as 
other teams, this doesn’t di-
minish the their enthusiasm.

“All of the girls have such 

different personalities, which 
allows us to work well to-
gether,” said senior captain, 
Brenna Flores. “Regard-
less of our age or skill level, 
we’re close and we always 
have a good time together.”

Flores, having years of ex-
perience of her own, passes 

her insight to younger 
student athletes in their 
first year playing the sport. 
Other players, like senior 
Patricia Ka’apana and 
junior Lauren Llantero, 
continue to serve as en-
couraging leaders of 
team. Under the guid-
ance of coach Eric Mau, 
the team is consistently 
working hard and hav-
ing fun, at the same time.

“It’s truly amazing 
how we can cheer each 
other up,” said Flores. 
“After every game, the 
team is laughing, smil-
ing, and just having fun.”

Soccer is bringing new 
excitement to the world 
of Damien athletics, and 
as an emerging program, 
is truly giving the school 
something to be proud of.

“It’s so inspiring to see 
all of my teammates with 
their heads up after every 

game,” said Flores. “I’m thank-
ful for my teammates and 
coaches for being positive 
and supportive through it all.”

Damien Soccer: A Program on 
the Rise
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Monarch Mania 
Christmas Word Find

Can you guess 
the movie?

“Hey, I’m 
not afraid any 
more! I said 

I’m not afraid 
any more! Do 
you hear me? 
I’m not afraid 

anymore!”

Can you guess the 
movie?

“i Want an oF-
FiCial red ryder, 

Carbine aCtion, 
tWo-hundred 

shot range model 
air riFle!”

WORD FIND  &  MAZE COURTESEY OF GOOGLE.COM

Caleb burnett’s 
Joke oF the 
Quarter:

What do you get 
When you Combine 
an apple With a 
Christmas tree? 

a pine-apple :)

PHOTO COURTESEY OF CLIPART KID


